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Proposal ror Study of Increased Cost of Serials and Binding 
The proposed study is to be undertaken by the Serials Committee of the Association of Re-
search Libraries with the help of other interested librarians and with the cooperation of the 
ch airmen of the Serials Committee of the American Library Association and the Medical 
Library Association. 
A paper prepared by Dr. Jerrold Orne,1 of the Washington University Library, St. Louis, 
Mo., presented at the January 1951 meeting of the Serials Round Table, proposed several 
studies to indicate the increased cost of serials and its effect on library budgets. At the meeting 
of the Association of Research Libraries, also held in January, a report was presented by the 
Serials Committee of the Association of Research Libraries together with a supplementary 
report by Dr. Robert B. Downs which indicated that the cost of serials had increased 40 per 
cent in the last few years. 
The Serials Committee of the A.R.L. is preparing a series of studies showing the unit cost 
of American, British, German and French serials and the cost of binding for 1950 as compared 
with 1946 and 1939. It is hoped to obtain reports from different types of libraries. 
As an example of the type of studies which we hope will be made, the comparison of the 
costs of binding for certain years as compiled by Iowa State College is shown below. 
"The average cost for binding per volume at Iowa State College shows an increase of 96 
per cent for the fiscal year of 1949-50 over that of 1940-41 and an increase of 45 per cent for 
the year 1949-50 over that of 1945-46. In January 1951 there was an additional increase of 
10 per cent over the prices of 1950. 
"On account of stiff competition between two firms the prices in 1941-42 were somewhat 
lower than in previous or succeeding years. In order to give a clearer picture the following 
percentages based on binding of a i o " - ! ! " periodical have been compiled: 1938-39, Price of 
Binding IO"-II", $1 .42. 
"The increase was 50 per cent in 1945-46 over the price in 1938-39; the increase was 100 
per cent or double in 1951 over 1938-39." 
Arnold Trotier,2 University of Illinois, compiled certain figures on the increase in cost of 
binding during recent years. Illinois was enabled to accomplish a sizeable decrease in the unit 
cost of binding by a reduction of the processes required of the binder. On an experimental 
basis the State University of Iowa3 is substituting in some cases microfilms which will avoid 
the necessity of binding of individual volumes. The extent to which these economies will, over 
a period of time, be actual economies remains to be seen. The Serials Committee of A.R.L. 
will be glad to learn binding economies. 
The proposed studies in the cost of serials will include the compilation of both the increases 
in prices of individual periodicals and increases due to increased number of periodicals purchased. 
The costs of American, British, German and French periodicals will be compiled separately 
on the two above-mentioned bases. The cost will be figured from the data available in American 
libraries only. Libraries in the Sterling area are seriously affected in the purchasing of 
periodicals by the depreciation of the pound. 
It is believed that the increased costs of subscriptions to German publications in 1950-51, 
as compared with 1946, is due more to the increased number of German serials published 
in 1951 than to the increase in prices of individual periodicals. 
The chairman of the Serials Committee of the American Research Libraries will be glad to 
receive any suggestions from all interested.—Charles H. Brown, Iowa State College Library. 
1 U.S. Library of Congress. Information Bulletin, 10, # 6 : Appendix, p.19-20. 
2 Serial Slants, 1 : i o - i 2 , J a n u a r y 1951. 
3 University of Iowa Libraries, "News Report," January 1951, p.i. 
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This semi-circular shelving-desk in The 
University of San Francisco Library was 
built by Library Bureau* to fill a special 
need and to harmonize with the plans for 
this l ibrary interior. The shelves hold The 
L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s C a t a l o g in book 
form; are arranged for maximum ease of 
reference. 
*Originally designed by G. Vinton Duffield, 
Princeton University. 
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LB HELPS YOU DESIGN IT 
L i b r a r y Bureau is a lways glad to work 
directly wi th your archi tec ts to help you 
plan your library—to cont r ibute the f r u i t 
of our 75 years experience in building-
quali ty products f o r Amer ica ' s l ibrar ies . 
LB equipment is buil t to be both usefu l 
a n d b e a u t i f u l t e n , t w e n t y , even f i f t y 
y e a r s h e n c e . Y o u r r e p l a c e m e n t cos t 
b e c o m e s v i r t u a l l y n i l . A n d w h e n you 
expand, LB can a lways supply you wi th 
f u r n i t u r e t h a t harmonizes per fec t ly wi th 
w h a t you a l ready have. 
Fo r complete details on LB quali ty f u r -
n i tu re ask f o r Catalog LB403. Call your 
neares t Remington Rand office, or wr i t e 
t o L i b r a r y B u r e a u , R o o m 1238, 315 
F o u r t h Ave., New York 10. 
S t u d y C a r r e l l , of L B ' s 
famous natural birch, built 
for the same library. 
M f t t u t i 
Library Bureau — Originator of Specialized Library Equipment 
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O r a n g e — V i r g i n i a 
You may now call on Vir-
ginia Metal Products for FREE 
advisory service and planning at 
any time. VMP, as the outstanding 
leader in application, service and manu-
facture of up-to-date library bookstack equip-
ment, is ready to help you. VMP has clearly 
illustrated its modern designs of these 
products in a new 1951 Catalog prepared for you. Be 
sure to get your FREE personal copy by 
writing to VMP now. 
VIRGINIA METAL PRODUCTS CORP. 
Product Information Dept. 
60 Hudson St. New York 13, N. Y. 
Please send me my .free personal 
copy of VMP's New Library Catalog. 
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KEEP PACE W I T H VMP . . . and PROGRESS 
YOU CAN DEPEND ON 
STECHERT-HAFNER 
for prompt, efficient attention 
to all orders 
large or small 
Books and Periodicals 
new and second-hand 
foreign or domestic 
STECHERT-HAFNER, Inc. 
FOUNDED IN NEW YORK, 1872 
3 1 EAST 10th STREET, NEW YORK 3, N.Y. 
PARIS — LONDON — STUTTGART — LEIPZIG 
